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WHY Wl UR0K MISSIONARY WOKK. 

Ad ftddrw* before * MtMlouary Meeting In North Liberty, 
Ohio. Sunday evening, Hay fltli, 1H74. 

We do not expect to give you in this essay 
all the reason* we have to offer for encourag- 
ing and supporting the missionary cause ; but 
shall endeavor to give a sufficient number, 
that, when taken in connection with the labors 
of the evening, may inspire us to personal 
duty. 

Our first reason is the re it. of spiritual ig- 
normice. There is found among the Proverbs 
of Solomon this- very concise one, "That the 
soul that be without knowledge is not good." 
This proverb stands forth, with those from 
the same author, as being indited under the 
inspiring influence of God. They are divine, 
therefore, true. And this one is as important 
as it is true. The soul, as named here, means 
the intellectual part of man — that part which 
is susceptible to education — the spiritual re- 
flecting, undying and dignified inhabitant of 
our frail and perishing Tjodies. Knowledge 
signifies perception, illumination, the opposite 
of ignorance and darkness of mind. Now 
knowledge may be associated either with that 
which is temporal or moral. It may be either 
speculative or practical. Knowledge of na- 
ture, science or art is good and desirable as 
well as important. But that knowledge which 
ib pre- eminent is reliyious knowledge — knowl- 
edge of God and his will — knowledge of our- 
selves, our condition, our duty, our privileges, 
and blessings, our destiny — knowledge of Je- 
sus, the Emmanuel, and his great salvation. 
This is the excellence, the essence, the perfec- 
tion of knowledge. This is all necessary and 
necessary to all. It has always been so and 
will continue so forever. A man may be wise, 
good and happy without other kinds of know- 
ledge, but none can be so without this, hence, 
we see the importance of disseminating the 
Gospel even in the darkened homes of our 
own land where col porters are refused admit- 
tance and the songs of Jesus' love m unheard ; 
where the voice of prayer and thanksgiving 
never greets the ears of the inmates. But let 
us not stop wjth telling the glad tidings in 
our own land. The Divine Master hath said, 
"Go teach all nations," He "coramandeth all 
men, everywhere, to repent." Plant the Goa 
pel banner in heathen lands. Let her efful- 
gent light illumine the souls of the barbarian, 
the noraade, and the wild Hottentot. Their 
bonis are precious in common with ours before 
the eyes of Him who created out of "one 
blood all nations of men for todwell on all the 
face of the earth." 

Our second reason is, the experience of the 
past. Go with me to China ; penetrate into 
the interior where mission posts have not been 
established ; view them floundering in pagan 
ism, their offspring treated as domestic ani- 
mals, their wives as the most wretched slaves. 
Come with me to where our missionaries are 
located along the coasts, and what a pleasing 
change ! Church spires are pointed heaven- 
ward ; children are taught the story of the 
Cross ; mothers are no longer excluded from 
society, but to the contrary they have been 
brought out of darkness, Heaven's light has 
broke iu upon them, and with the Gospel be- 
fore her and with a mother's heart and love 
within she goes forth teaching her own and 
others true vital piety and Godliness. There 
are now in this one heathen empire 22,000 na- 
tive Christians. Yon exclaim, methiuks, a 
wonderful work ! But pause for a moment. 
Compare this with the population, lour hun- 
dred millions, and we have but five and a 
halt per cent converted ; ninety- four and a 
half per cent yet to evangelize — a great work 
to be done in this one territory, comprising 
one-tenth of the population of the world, one- 
half of heathendom, and having historical rec- 
ords dating back two hundred and fifty years 
before tne call of Abraham. But there are 

1 barbarians and half oivilized people in other 
lands, whom Jesus died to save We have 
Africa, Madagascar, Egypt, Syria, Persia, &c, 
Ac, all in need of the word of life. Our past 
work has been a grand success. Hundreds 
of thousands within the past half century have 
been brought from darkness to the light of 
heaven, shall we cease to work ? God for- 
bid. Let us redouble our dilligenoe in the 
support ot every measure that has for its end 

, the amelioration of our dear fellowmen. May 
the rich memorize the Apostle** command, 
"Charge them that be rich in this world that 
* • • they be ready to distribute, willing 


to communicate, that they be rich in good 
works"; and may we who are poor, search our 
houses from attic to cellar and see what we 
can find that we can dispense with, the pro- 
ceeds to go into the Lord's treasury. What 
delight the Lord had when he stood beside 
the treasury and saw the widow put in her 
two mites f And does he not stand beside 
the treasury now ? What do we put. in ? 
Surely we can all do something. Think of 
one hnndren and sixty millions of Mohamme- 
dans, ten millions ot Jew*, eight hundred 
millions of pagans : total, about nine hundred 
and seventy millions, without naming the 
multitude of mere nominal christians, with 
but faint rays ot Gosprl light shining in upon 
them. Then blush for very shame. Redeem 
the time that is passing. How many of us 
will say with [saiati, "For Zion's sake will I 
not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem's I will 
not rest, until the righteousness thereof go 
forth as bright i less, and the salvation thereof as 
a lamp that burnetii." O Lord with thy pow- 
erful arm move us on to victory through 
Christ Jesus our Savior, Amen. 


Selected by Emily It. Stifleii. 
TBI WAT OF SALVATION 18 PLAIN. 
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Facts for the Curious 

The word from which "honey" is derived 
literally means delight." 

Stirrups were not known by the aueients. 
'Warriors mounted their horses by the aid of 
a pro }net ion on their spears. 

The oldest brazen musical instrument is the 
synibal. 

The Greeks computed time by the Olym- 
piads, which began 770 B. C The computa- 
tion of time by centuries wan first adopted in 
France. 

A farmer in Stokes county, N. C, got into 
a frenzy over his short crops this season, and 
cursed heaven and earth. While he was curs- 
ing he was suddenly paralyzed. 

A sparrow flew against a man as he was 
briskly rounding the corner of an old wall in 
Louisville, Ky. The bird's bill entered the 
corner of the man's eye, .deatroyiug th» sight. 

The horse that J. Wilkes Booth rode after 
he assassinated President Lincoln is in the 
possession of of a Mrs. Furlong, of Westmore- 
land county, Virginia. The animal is twen- 
ty-five yeai*s of age. 

The distribution of wine and cakes at a 
wedding is a remnant of the old custom of 
sending the remnants of the previous Sunday's 


communion 
thev might 


to iho newly wedded pair, that 


share their first sacrament with 
their family and most intimate friends. 

The United States govern metit owes W. 
II. Vaiiderhilt !W7l»,(W0,0tK) in four per cents, 
and sends him a diaft tor his $I,rt82,(HX) an- 
nual interest in quarterly payments of $470,- 
W10, which is 21 1,84 per hour, or $:{,58 in 
every one of his sleeping or waking minutes. 

Two farmers, one from Oxfordshire and the 
other from Wiltshire, recently engaged in a 
contest iu pitching in the harvest field. One 
pitched twenty acres two roods and seven 
i-ods, the other over nineteen acres. The av- 
erage of an ordinary laborer's pitch is seven 
acres. 

Near the mouth of the Little Cheyenne 
river, in Dakota, is a rock with curious inden- 
tations. It is twelve feet long by seven or 
eight wide, and rises above the surface of the 
ground about eighteen inches. ItR edges are 
angular, its surface flat, and it shows little 
effect of ice action. It appears .to be inagne- 
sian limestone, and its whiteness makes it a 
conspicuous object. On the surface are sev- 
eral deep and perfect footprints, as though 
made by the left moccasined foot ot a woman 
or boy. It is known to the Indians as a re- 
ligious rock, and they worship.it. 


II Y I>H. 0I1THKJK. 

The Bible has had innumerable commenta- 
tors. Some, by their books or sermons, re- 
minds us of him who lighted a candle to show 
the sun; and others, like the fog -bank through 
which the sun shines shorn ot its beams, 
"darken counsel by words" and make what- 
ever was clear obscure. By their labors,some 
have diluted, while others, making their ser- 
mons or commentaries a vehicle tor error, have 
adulteiated the truth of God. the winuot life. 
But however this may be, more pens have 
been worn, more breath spent, more printing 
presses employed, in explaining the Bible 
than all other books, so that, were all the 
books collected which have been written to 
throw light on the Scriptures, they would — 
not excepting that of Alexandria, which it 
took many years to reduce to ashes — form the 
largest library the world ever saw. Are we 
to infer from this that the way of life is ob 
sftttre t By no means. All that is neces- 
sary to know in order to be saved, it is easy 
to know. "The wayfaring men, though fools, 
shall not err therein." says the prophet ; and 
without disparaging the labors of pious and 
able divines to explore the mysterious and 
shed light upon the obscurities of the sacred 
volume, the simple Bible, blessed of God, has 
proved to unlettered thousands a safe and suf- 
ficient guide. Whatever genius and arduous 
study it may require to rise to a place in the 
temple of fame, many an humble Christian, 
hardly able to spell his way through the word 
of (rod, has reached one in the temple of heav- 
en. Thousands, so deficient in talent or en- 
(;r Jfy> aB never to have lieen able to make their 
way in this world, have found their way to a 
better one ; nor are there wanting interesting 
and well attested cases of imbeciles who, 
though destitute ot capacity for ordinary 
knowledge, have known him, whom to know 
is life eternal — so plain the way through child- 
like faith in Christ — so easy as well to the 
unsteady gait of simpleton as to the tottering 
foot of childhood, as to verify the words "The 
wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err 
therein." With this simple answer to the 
great question, "What shall I do to be sav- 
ed ?" "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shall be saved." None uetd be exclud- 
ed trom heaven because of ignorance; as with 
virtue in Christ's blood to cleanse the chiet of 
sinners ; none need be excluded because ot 
sin. It needs no learning to learn this way. 
What has the church seen ? God ordaining 
strength out ot the mouths of babes and suck 
lings ; gray haired men learning wisdom at 
| the feet oi childhood ; the death beds of the 
humb'e poor like the very gates of heaven, 
the child learning the way to life on his moth- 
er's knee ; the thief learning it on his dying 
cross ; the mantle of prophets falling on plow- 
men ; heaven revealing its glories to humble 
.shepherds ; rude fishermen ot Galilee, called 
to the a post U ship ; grace polishing the rough- 
est men ; roaming savages tamed by the voice 
and sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and 
in their right mind. Simple faith in him is 
all that is required ; stich confidence as the 
little child, lying in its mother's arms, hang- 
ing on her neck, looking up in her lace, re- 
poses in the power of a mother's arm and the 
tenderness of a mother's heart. 
Holidaysfoirg, Pa. 
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We call special events in our lives "provi- 
dences;" and so they are, but no more than 
all the other circumstances and incidents that 
crowd our days and determine our careers. 
If the thing that (all* in with our special plan 
comes out about at the right moment we are 
sure that it is a providence, forgetful that the 
hard things, the trials, the disappointments 
are providences just as much. The condi- 
tions under which we are forced to live our 
lives and form our characters have all been 
prepared by a divine providence, * far-seeing 
love, which makes of them tools which shape 
a* at last, it we yield ourselves to the Infinite 
Artist, into the image of God. "His tender 
mercies are over all hi* work*." — Christen 
Union. 


DarkDiyi. 
Many of the darkest days in history have 
borne cboiciest fruits to the glory of God 
and the good of man. It was a dark day 
when Israel groaned in the bitterness of the 
Egyptian bondage. Had it been lees bitter, 
Israel would have rested content in Egypt ; 
out of the bondage came the exodus, the Mes- 
siah. It was * dark day when the ardent, 
brave, eloquent Stephen, hope of the early 
church, was stoned ; but out of that day came 
Paul. It was a dark day when the Puritans, 
finding no rest for the sole of their feet, sail- 
ed from the old world ; but out of it came 
America. Darkest of all days was that on 
which the sun hid its face from the Divine 
Man expiring on calvary ; yet all our hopes 
and all our happiness come from that day. 


Good men have the fewest feai-s. He has 
but one who fears to do wrong. He has a 
thousand who has overcome that one. 


"Chosen of Sod." 

A curious an interesting ceremony occurred 
at Weaverlaud, Lancaster eountv.oii Tuesday, 
which attracted thousands of Mennonites to 
the town and tilled the large Mennonite 
Church there to overflowing. There were 
over 300 teams in the churchyard from thp sur- 
rounding country. The occasion was the se- 
lection from a large number of candidates of a 
young man to be a Mennonite minister. Bish- 
op Shenek, ot Millersville, conducted the sin- 
gular *erviet * of the day in (.ii'i-man. He wis 
assisted by Bi-lmp Isaac Ei 1 by, Bishop Jonas 
Martin and a large number of prominent min- 
isters of the Church. 

When the Bishop had preached a sermon 
three clergymen took twenty books, which 
were fastened with large clasps, into an ante- 
room, and in one or them placed a slip of pa- 
per containing the words : "Ein diener das 
wort," (an expounder of the word.) The 
books were then brought before the congre- 
gation and placid in a row upon the altar. 
From this row each one of the twenty candi- 
dates in his turn came forward and, amid the 
most profound silence, selected one of the 
books and returned to his seat where he re- 
mained in silent prayer. 

The tir- 1 young man called was Henry 
Martin, and the last, or twentieth, was Fran- 
cis Weaver, both from East Earl. When all 
the books had been taken the congregation 
invoked God f s blessing upon the one to whose 
lot the divine call iiad fallen. Bishop Schenk 
then, commencing with the candidate who was) 
kneeling at the head ot the class, began to 
open the clasped books, while the most pro- 
found silence and suspense prevailed. All 
over the church there were sounds of suppli- 
cation and invocation, and the scene was of a 
most singularly impressive character. The 
Bishop opened ten of the books, but found 
no slips. The eleventh was held by a young 
man of less than 30 years, with an intellectu- 
al face. As the Bishop ojiened his book the 
Uttle slip containing the words : ''Ein diener 
das wort," dropped from beneath its leaves. 
"It is the call of God," said the Bibhop. The 
congregation responded with great feeling. 

Amen." Thus young Men no Zimmerman, 
of Martindale, Gail township, Lancaster, Pa., 
became a chosen minister in the Mennonite 
Ctmreh. 

Only One Cent, 

Twenty years ago dames Hutchinson, of 
Spriugtowu, Bucks county, Pa., gave an ac- 
quaintance ten cents, and requested him to 
bring a package of tobacco along from the 
store to which the man was going. He 
brought the package, and the alUir was for- 
gotten until last week, when the man wrote 
to Mr. Hutchinson, inclosing twenty- lire cents 
and a postal card, which he said was in pay- 
ment of one cent change, which he had re- 
ceived and failed to return twenty years ago, 
the tobacco being only nine cents. He fur- 
ther stated that he had joined the Dunkard 
Church, and his couscieuee would give him 
no rest until he had retuied it, with full inter- 
est. — Pottsfown Leader, 

The Bloom of age. 

A good woman never grows old. Years 
may pass over her head, but if benevolence 
and virtue dwell in her heart, she is as cheer- 
ful as when the spring of lite opened to her 
view. When we look upon a good woman, 
we never think of her age ; she looks as charm- 
ing as when the rose of youth first bloomed 
on her cheek. That rose has not faded yet — 
it never will fade. In her neighborhood she 
is the friend and benefactor. In the church, 
the devout worshipper, the exemplary Chris- 
tian. Oh, who does not respect and love the 
woman who has passed her days in acts of 
kindness and mercy — who has been a friend 
of man and God — whose whole life ha* been 
a scene of kindness and love, a devotion to 
truth and religion r" We repeat such a wom- 
an cannot grow old. She will always be fresh 
and buoyant inspirits, and active in humble 
deeds of mercy and benevolence. If the young 
lady desires to retain the bloom and beauty 
of youth, let her not yield to the sway of fash- 
ion and folly ; let her love truth and virtue ; — 
and to the close of life she will retain those 
feelings which now make life appear a garden 
of sweet* — ever fresh and ever new. 


The brave may fall, but never yield. 


